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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.1 14, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) 
has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 
37 CFR 1.1 14. Applicant's submission filed on January 28, 2009 has been entered. 

Response to Amendment 

2. This office action is responsive to applicant's remarks received on January 05, 2009. 
Claims 1-9 remain pending. 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments with respect to amended claims 1, 5 & 7-9, filed on January 05, 
2009 have been fully considered but they are not persuasive. 

Applicant's Arguments 

For Applicant's remarks see "Applicant Arguments /Remarks Made in an Amendment" 
filed January 05, 2009. 



Examiner 's Response 
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Applicant argues that the applied art is not seen to disclose or suggest the features of 
Claims 1, 7 and 9, and in particular is not seen to disclose or suggest at least the features of (i) 
specifying a user who performs a read instruction to read information from a storage device 
attached to a recording medium, and (ii) varying a range of content to be read from the storage 
device and a content to be printed based at least in part on level information written on the 
storage device and at least in part on the specified user. 

Examiner understands Applicant's argument but respectfully disagrees. Petteruti 
discloses specifying a user who performs a read instruction to read information from a storage 

device attached to a recording medium. (See Figure 3 and column 4, lines 33-67 thru column 5, lines 1-25. Here, 
Preutti discloses where the host initially begins an instruction. If the RFID an invalid response, the controller 34 sends a message 
to the host. The controller 34 optionally may also send to the host the address (or tag identifier) of the RFID circuit. If the data 
read by the encoder at step 62 matches the data sent to the encoder, the controller 34 sends a message to the terminal or host 
computer reporting that the RFID circuit was successfully encoded (step 66), and then returns to step 52. Examiner interprets this 
as meaning that when there is a valid/invalid response, the host is specified for a specific purpose and receives a message of error 
or validity.) 

Petteruti also discloses varying a range of content to be read from the storage device and 
a content to be printed based at least in part on level information written on the storage device 

and at least in part on the specified user (See Petteruti '401 at column 3, lines 20-52 where the range of content to 
be read, varied and written includes content such as product price, type, or other identifier; product information, quantity, or 
location; and in a baggage ticket, flight information, owner, or baggage identifier. Furthermore, at column 4, lines 33-67 thru 
column 5, lines 1-26. Petteruti '401 explains where a range of content is read the content is to be printed and where the 
information in the storage is varied by the name, description, w eight or ID number). 

As a result, independent Claims 5 and 8 are also not in condition for allowance. The other 
claims in the application are each dependent from the independent claims and are also not 



Application/Control Number: 10/827,255 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2625 

allowable over the applied references for at least the same reasons. Thus, Applicant's application 
is not in condition for allowance. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed publication in this 
or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in litis or a foreign countn or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United 
States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application by another who 
has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371(c) of this title before the invention 
thereof by the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act of 1999 
(AIPA) and the Intellectual Property and High Technology Technical Amendments Act of 2002 
do not apply when the reference is a U.S. patent resulting directly or indirectly from an 
international application ftled before November 29, 2000. Therefore, the prior art date of the 
reference is determined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior to the amendment by the AIPA (pre- AIPA 
35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 

5. Claims 1-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Petteruti et al. 
(US 6,409,401 hereinafter, Petteruti '401). 

Regarding claim 1; Petteruti '401 discloses an image processing apparatus comprising 

(See Figure 1 where Fig. 1 show wherein item #10 is printer.): 
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an input unit which inputs image information including a first image information having 

a first attribute for printing (Perrutti '401 discloses the host terminal or computer as the input unit "The programmed 
controller in the housing operates, responsive to communication received from a host terminal or computer, to send 
information to the print head to print informationon the media and/or information to the encoder to encode the RFID circuit, 
via the antenna of the encoder. " column 2, lines 4-8); 

and a second image information having a second attribute for storing (See Figure IB where Fig. 

IB is an example of the media coupled to RFID circuits used in the printer of FIG. 1 ; "The controller 34 operates the RFID 
encoder 22 to store digital information or data, which may be related to information printed by the print head 18 upon the 
same part of the media having the RFID circuit. For example, when such media represents labels to he applied to products, the 
information stored in the RFID circuit may represent an idenliliertsi or characters dclining the product, barcode or other 
identifying data. " column 3, lines 44-52); 

a printer which prints an image based on the image information input by said input unit 
on a recording medium to which a storage device is attached ("it is another aspect of the present invention to 

provide a portable printer for printing on media and encoding RFID circuits coupled to such media in which the information 
printed on the media can be related to the information encoded. " column 1, lines 66-67 thru column 2, lines 1-3); 

a writing unit which writes the image information to the storage device attached to the 

recording medium ( "Portable label printer 10 further includes an RFID (read/write) encoder 22... The RFID encoder 22 
operates in accordance with programmed microprocessor controller 34 (FIG. 2) on the printed circuit board 24 to write data 
onto the RFID circuit... " column 3, lines 21-30); 

a Controller which Controls Said printer (See Figure 2 for controller #34 "A printer control circuit board 
2-1 has electronics, in hiding a microprocessor controller 34 (FIG. 2), for controlling the print head 18 and actuating motor 21 
to drive media 16 across the print head 18. " column , lines ); 

and said writing unit to print the image based on the first image information having the 
first attribute input by said input unit is on the recording medium ("Portable label printer 10 further 

includes an RFID (read/write) encoder 22... The RFID encoder 22 operates in accordance with programmed microprocessor 
controller 34 (FIG. 2) on the printed circuit board 24 to write data onto the RFID circuit... " column 3, lines 21-30); 
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and to write the second image information having the second attribute input by said input 
unit with a plurality of level information for visualizing to the storage device attached to the 
recording medium on which the image is printed by said printer ( "The controller 34 operates the rfid 

encoder 22 to store digital information or data, which may be related to information printed by the print head 18 upon the 
same part of the media having the RFID circuit. For example, when such media represents labels to he applied to products, she 
information stored in the RFID circuit may represent an idenlifier/s) or characters defining the product, barcode or other 
identifying data. " column 3, lines 44-52); See also ("It is another aspect of the present invention to provide a portable printer 
for printing on media and encoding RFID circuits coupled to such media in which the information printed on the media can 
be related to the information encoded. " column 1, lines 66-67 thru column 2, lines 1-3); 

a reading unit which reads the second image information stored in the storage device, 
wherein said controller controls said printer to print an image based on the second image 
information read by said reading unit is on a recording sheet in a case where said reading unit 

reads the Second image information (See Figure 3 "If the data read by the encoder at step 62 matches the data sent 
to the encoder, the controller 34 sends a message to the terminal or host computer reporting that the RFID circuit was 
successfully encoded (step 66), and then returns to step 52. In this manner, the printer 10 encodes information on the RFID 
circuits of media 16. The media 16 can be printed upon before, after, or during such encoding. " column 5, lines 18-25); 

and to vary a range of content to be read by said reading unit and a content to be printed 
based on the level information written on the storage device by said writing unit and at least in 
part on the user specified by said specifying unit. (See Petteruti '401 at column 3, lines 20-52 
where the range of content to be read, varied and written includes content such as product price, 
type, or other identifier; product information, quantity, or location; and in a baggage ticket, flight 
information, owner, or baggage identifier. Furthermore, at column 4, lines 33-67 thru column 5, 
lines 1-26. Petteruti '401 also explains where a range of content is read the content is to be 
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printed and where the information in the storage is varied by the name, description, weight or ID 
number). 

Regarding claim 2; Petteruti '401 discloses an image processing apparatus further 
comprising an authentication unit which authenticates a user for allowing said reading unit to 

read (See Figure 3, Steps 54 and 56 "In response to receiving such commands and daia. the printer first determines whether 
the commands and data are valid l\lcp 54k I 'alidity may include whether the printer III is associated with an address or printer- 
type specified in the command, and whether the command is one of a set of valid commands. If the command and data is not 
valid, the printer ignores the command and data (step 55) and the controller 34 branches back to step 52. If the commands and 
data are valid, the controller 34 directs the encoder 22 to query (read) the RFID tag address (or tag identifier) of the RFID 
circuit on the media adjacent the encoder's antenna (step 56). " column 4, lines 50-61). 

Regarding claim 3; Petteruti '401 discloses an image processing apparatus comprising 

(See Figure 1 where Fig. 1 show wherein item #10 is printer.): 

an input unit which inputs image information including a first image information having 

a first attribute for printing (Perrutti '401 discloses the host terminal or computer as the input unit "The programmed 
controller in the housing operates, responsive to communication received from a host terminal or computer, to send 
information to the print head to print informationon the media and/or information to the encoder to encode the RFID circuit, 
via the antenna of the encoder. " column 2, lines 4-8); 

and a second image information having a second attribute for storing (See Figure IB where Fig. 

IB is an example of the media coupled to RFID circuits used in the printer of FIG. 1; "The controller 34 operates the RFID 
encoder 22 to store digital information or data, which may be related to information printed by the print head 18 upon the 
same part of the media having the RFID circuit. For example, when such media represents labels to be applied to products, the 
information stored in the RFID circuit may represent an identifiers) or characters defining the product, barcode or other 
identifying data. " column 3, lines 44-52); 



Application/Control Number: 10/827,255 Page 8 

Art Unit: 2625 

a printer which prints an image based on the image information input by said input unit 
on a recording medium to which a storage device is attached ("it is another aspect of the present invention to 

provide a portable printer for printing on media and encoding HI' ID circuits coupled to such media in which the information 
printed on the media can he related to the in formation encoded. " column 1, lines 66-67 thru column 2, lines 1-3); 

a writing unit which writes the image information to the storage device attached to the 

recording medium ( "Portable label printer 10 further includes an RFID (read/write) encoder 22... The RFID encoder 22 
operates in accordance with programmed microprocessor controller 34 (FIG. 2) on the primed circuit hoard 24 to write data 
onto the RFID circuit... " column 3, lines 21-30); 

a controller which controls Said printer (See Figure 2 for controller #34 "A printer control circuit board 
24 has electronics, including a microprocessor controller 34 (FIG. 2), for controlling the print head IS and actuating motor 21 
to drive media 16 across the print head IS. " column , lines ); 

and said writing unit such that the image based on the first image information having the 
first attribute input by said input unit is printed on the recording medium ("Portable label printer 10 

further includes an RFID (read/write) encoder 22... The RFID encoder 22 operates in accordance with programmed 
microprocessor controller 34 (FIG. 2) on the printed circuit board 24 to write data onto the RFID circuit... " column 3, lines 
21-30); 

and the second image information having the second attribute input by said input unit is 
written to the storage device attached to the recording medium on which the image is printed by 

Said printer ("The controller 34 operates the RFID encoder 22 to store digital information or data, which may be related to 
in formation printed by the print head 18 upon the same part of the media having the RFID circuit. For example, when such 
media represents labels to he applied to products, the information stored in the RFID circuit may represent an identifier(s) or 
characters defining the product, barcode or other identifying data. " column 3, lines 44-52); ScC also ( "It is another aspect of 
the present invention to provide a portable printer for printing on media and encoding RFID circuits coupled to such media in 
which the information printed on the media can be related to the information encoded, column 1, lines 66-67 thru column 2, 
lines 1-3); 
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a reading unit which reads the second image information stored in the storage device, 
wherein said controller controls said printer such that an image based on the second image 
information having the second information read by said reading unit is printed on a recording 
sheet in a case where said reading unit reads the second image information (See Figure 3 "if the data 

read by the encoder at step 62 matches the data sent la the encoder, the controller 34 sends a message to the terminal or host 
computer reporting that the RFID circuit was successfully encoded (step 66). and then returns to step 52. In this manner, the 
printer It) encodes information on the RFID circuits of media 16. The media 16 can be printed upon before, after, or during 
such encoding. " column 5, lines 18-25); 

a display unit which displays an image based on the image information stored in the 

Storage medium. (See Figures 1 & 2, wherein #28 is the display unit. Figure 2 shows where the display displays an image 
based on the image information stored in the storage medium). 

Regarding claim 4; Petteruti '401 discloses further comprising an instruction unit which 
instructs said printer to perform printing based on the content displayed by said display unit (See 

Figure 2, wherein #28 is the display unit. Furthermore, Figure 2 shows where the display or LEDs 28b are coupled to 
input/output ports of the controller 34. The controller instructs the printer to print and the information may be displayed on 
display #28. "// is another aspect o f the present invention to provide a portable printer for printing on media and encoding 
RFID circuits coupled to such media in which the information printed on the media can be related to the information 
encoded. " column 1, lines 66-67 thru column 2, lines 1-3); 

Regarding claim 5; Petteruti '401 discloses a generating step of generating image 

information to be printed {"...the portable printer of the present invention has a printer mechanism for printing on 
media and a RFID encoder for encoding information onto RFID circuits attached, or bonded, to the media to provide 
integrated RFID media. " column 2, lines 4-8). 

a reading step of reading image information stored in the storage device based on a user 

instruction (See Figure 3 "If the data read by the encoder at step 62 matches the data sent to the encoder, the controller 34 
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sends a message to the terminal or host computer reporting that the RFID circuit was successfully encoded (step 66). and then 
returns to step 52. In this manner, the printer 10 encodes information on the RFID circuits of media 16. The media 16 can be 
printed upon before, after, or during such encoding. " column 5, lines 18-25); 

and a specifying step of specifying a user who performs the user instruction (See Figure 3 and 

column 4, lines 33-67 thru column 5, lines 1-25. Here, Preutti discloses where the host initiall) begins an instruction. If the RFID 
an invalid response, the controller 34 sends a message to the host. The controller 34 optionalb ma> also send to the host the 
address (or tag identifier) of the RFID circuit. If the data read b> the encoder at step 62 matches the data sent to the encoder, the 
controller 34 sends a message to the terminal or host computer reporting that the RFID circuit was successfully encoded (step 
66), and then returns to step 52. Fxaminer interprets this as meaning that when there is a valid imalid response, the host is 
specified for a specific purpose and receives a message of error or validity.) 

wherein an image is printed on the recording medium based on the stored image 
information read in said reading step in a case where said reading step reads the stored image 

information ( "If the data read by the encoder at step 62 matches the data sent to the encoder, the controller 34 sends a 
message to the terminal or host computer reporting that the RFID circuit was successfully encoded (step 66), and then returns to 
step 52. In this manner, the printer 10 encodes information on the RFID circuits of media 16. The media 16 can be printed upon 
before, after, or during such encoding. " column 5, lines 18-25); 

and a range of content to be read in said reading step and a content to be printed are 
varied based at least in part on level information written on the storage device and at least in part 

On the user specified in said specifying Step (See Petteruti '401 at column 4, lines 33-67 thru column 5, lines 1-26. 
Here, Petteruti '401 explains where the RFID tag information is encoded for the printer. Petteruti '401 further explains where the 
information in the storage is varied by the name, description, weight or II) number). 

Petteruti '401 discloses a setting step of setting an attribute of the image information 
generated in said generating step, the attribute indicating whether or not the image information is 

to be visualized (See Figure 3, Steps 54 and 56 "In response to receiving such commands and data, the printer first 
determines whether the commands and data are valid (step 54). Validity may include whether the primer It) is associated with 
an address or printer-type specified in the command, and whether the command is one of a set of valid commands. If the 
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command and data is not valid, the printer ignores the command and data (step 55) and the controller 34 branches back to step 
52. If the commands and data are valid, the controller 34 directs the encoder 22 to query (read) the RFID tag address (or tag 
identifier) of the RI ID circuit on the media adjacent the encoder's antenna (step 56). " column 4, lines 50-6 1 ). 

a transmitting step of transmitting the image information generated in said generating 
step and the attribute set in said setting step to a printer loaded with a recording medium to which 

a Storage device is attached ("The controller 34 operates the RFID encoder 22 to store digital information or data, 
which may be related to information printed by the print head Ifi upon the same part of the media having the RFID circuit. 

For example, when such media represents labels to be applied to products, the information stored in the RFID circuit may 
represent an identifiers) or characters defining the product, barcode or other identifying data. " column 3, lines 44-52); See 
also ( "It is another aspect of the present invention to provide a portable printer for printing on media and encoding RFID 
circuits coupled to such media in which the information printed on the media can be related to the information encoded. " 
column 1, lines 66-67 thru column 2, lines 1-3); 

Regarding claim 6; Petteruti '401 discloses an image processing method wherein 
authentication information for reading the image information which is not visualized is also set 
in said setting step, and the authentication information is also transmitted to the printer in said 

transmitting Step ( "If the data read by the encoder at step 62 matches the data sent to the encoder, the controller 34 sends a 
message to the terminal or host computer reporting that the RFID circuit was successfully encoded (step 66), and then returns to 
step 52. In this manner, the printer 10 encodes information on the Ri'ID circuits of media 16. The media 16 can he printed upon 
before, after, or during such encoding. " column 5, lines 18-25). 

Regarding claim 7; Petteruti '401 discloses an image processing method comprising (See 

Figure 1 where Fig. 1 show" wherein item #10 is printer.): 

an input step of inputting image information including a first image information having a 

first attribute for printing (Perrutti '401 discloses the host terminal or computer as the input unit "The programmed 
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controller in the housing operates, responsive to communication received from a host terminal or computer, to send 
information to the print head to print informationon the media and/or information to the encoder to encode the RFID circuit, 
via the antenna of the encoder. " column 2, lines 4-8); 

and a second image information having a second attribute for storing (See Figure IB where Fig. 

IB is an example of the media coupled to RFID circuits used in the printer of FIG. 1; "The controller 34 operates the RFID 
encoder 22 to store digital information or data, which may be related to information printed by the print head 18 upon the 
same part of the media having the RFID circuit. For example, when such media represents labels to he applied to products, the 
information stored in the RFID circuit may represent an identitier(s) or characters defining the product, barcode or other 
identifying data. " column 3, lines 44-52); 

a printing step of printing an image based on the image information input in said input 
step on a recording medium to which a storage device is attached ("it is another aspect of the present 

invention to provide a portable printer for printing on media and encoding RFID circuits coupled to such media in which the 
information printed on the media can be related to the information encoded. " column 1, lines 66-67 thru column 2, lines 1-3); 

a writing step of writing the image information input in said input step with a plurality of 
level information for visualizing to the storage device attached to the recording medium on 
which the image based on the image information is printed in said printing step ("The controller 34 

operates the RFID encoder 22 to store digital information or data, which may be related to information printed by the print 
head 18 upon the same part of the media having the RFID circuit. For example, when such media represents labels to be 
applied to products, the inhumation stored in the RFID circuit may represent an identifier(s) or characters defining the product, 
barcode or other identifying data. " column 3, lines 44-52); See also ("It is another aspect of the present invention to provide 
a portable printer for printing on media and encoding RFID circuits coupled to such media in which the information printed 
on the media can be related to the information encoded. " column 1, lines 66-67 thru column 2, lines 1-3); 

a reading step of reading the second image information stored in the storage device based 

On a user instruction (See Figure 3 "If the data read by the encoder at step 62 matches the data sent to the encoder, the 
controller 34 sends a message to the terminal or host computer reporting that the RFID circuit was successfully encoded (step 
66). and then returns to step 52. in this manner, the printer 10 encodes information on the RFID circuits of media 16. The 
media 16 can be printed upon before, after, or during such encoding. " column 5, lines 18-25); 
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a specifying step of specifying a user who performs the user instruction (See Figure 3 and 

column 4, lines 33-67 thru column 5, lines 1-25. Here, Preutti discloses where the host inilialU begins an instruction. If the RFID 
an invalid response, the controller 34 sends a message to the host. The controller 34 optionally may also send to the host the 
address (or tag identifier) of the RFID circuit. If the data read by the encoder at step 62 matches the data sent to the encoder, the 
controller 34 sends a message to the terminal or host computer reporting that the RFID circuit was successfully encoded (step 
66), and then returns to step 52. lixaminer interprets this as meaning that when there is a \alid imalid response, the host is 
specified for a specific purpose and receives a message of error or validity.) 

wherein said printing step also prints an image based on the second image information 
read in said reading step in a case where said reading step reads the second image information 

{"If the data read by the encoder at step 62 matches the data sent to the encoder, the controller 34 sends a message to the 
terminal or host computer reporting that the RFID circuit was successfully encoded (step 66). and then returns to step 52. In this 
manner, the printer 10 encodes information on the RFID circuits of media 16. The media 16 can be printed upon before, after, or 
during such encoding. " column 5, lines 18-25); 

and to varies a range of a content to be read in said reading step and a content to be 
printed based at least in part on the level information written on the recording medium in said 
writing step and at least in part on the user specified in the specifying step by said writing unit 

(See Petleruli '401 at column 3, lines 20-52 w here the range of content to be read, varied and written includes content such as 
product price, type, or other identifier; product information, quantity, or location; and in a baggage ticket, High! information, 
owner, or baggage identifier. Furthermore, at column 4, lines 33-67 thru column 5, lines 1-26. Petteruti '401 explains where a 
range of content is read the content is to be printed and where the information in the storage is varied by the name, description, 
weight or ID number). 

Regarding claim 8; Independent claim 8 contains substantially similar features as that of 
method claim 5. Thus, claim 8 is rejected on the same ground as method claim 5. Petteruti '401 
discloses a computer readable program stored in a computer-readable storage medium, said 
program comprising a computer readable program, stored in a computer-readable storage 
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medium ("Referring to FIG. 3, a flowchart is shown for the RFID encoding program (software) for the printer 10... The 
program may be stored in memory of the controller 34, such as SRAM, FLASH, or external memory 37 (FIG. 2). " column 2, 
lines 4-8): 

Regarding claim 9; Independent claim 9 contains substantially similar features as that of 
apparatus claim 1 . Thus, claim 9 is rejected on the same ground as apparatus claim 1 . Petteruti 
'401 discloses a computer readable program, stored in a computer-readable storage medium 

("Referring to FIG. 3, a flowchart is shown for the RFID encoding program (software) for the printer 10... The program may 
be stored in memory of the controller 34, such as SRAM, FLASH, or external memory 37 (FIG. 2). " column 2, lines 4-8): 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to MARCUS T. RILEY whose telephone number is (571)270-1581. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday, 7:30-5:00, est. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David K. Moore can be reached on 571-272-7437. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 

Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 

may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 

applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 

system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 

system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 

like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 

information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Marcus T. Riley 
Assistant Examiner 
Art Unit 2625 

/MARCUS T. RILEY/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2625 

/David K Moore/ 
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